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Rep. Honda Awarded ‘2002 Outstanding New Member Award’  
By Committee for Education Funding 

 
WASHINGTON, August 15, 2002 — The Committee for Education Funding (CEF), the oldest and 

largest education coalition in the country, announced that U.S. Rep. Mike Honda (D-San Jose) is the 

recipient of the “2002 Outstanding New Member Award.”  Honda, who is a former schoolteacher and 

principal, will be presented with the award in recognition of his demonstrated commitment to our 

nation’s students as a freshman member of Congress, and for his consistent advocacy for education as 

an investment in the future. 

 
“Throughout his first two years, Congressman Honda has taken a lead role in securing adequate funding for all 

of our nation’s students, kindergarten to graduate school,” said Cyndy Littlefield, CEF president and director of 

federal relations for the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities.  “From a proposed amendment that 

would have increased education funding by more than $30 billion over five years for programs such as Pell 

Grants and Teacher Quality, to his organizing of last year’s ‘Dear Colleague’ letter in support of full funding for 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Congressman has repeatedly shown his dedication to 

education.” 

 

“I am honored to be recognized by the Committee for Education Funding,” said Honda.  “In my career as a 

public servant, I have always made education one of my top priorities—Congress must do the same.  We need 

to uphold the promise of quality educational opportunities for all students by fulfilling our commitment to fully 

fund education programs.  We have a lot at stake when it comes to education funding, and I am glad to do my 

part.” 
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### 

 

The award will be presented on September 17, 2002, in Washington, D.C. at the Hyatt Regency Washington, 

during the Gala 2002 Legislative Conference. The gala, an event that is attended by over 700 members of the 

education community, members of Congress and the Administration, is widely considered the premier event of 

the year for the education community. 

 
About CEF 

Founded in 1969, the Committee for Education Funding is a nonprofit, nonpartisan coalition of over 100 

organizations that seeks to achieve adequate federal support for the education of our nation’s students. 

Members include educational associations, institutions, agencies and organizations whose interests range 

from preschool to postgraduate education in both the public and private systems. For more information 

about CEF, please visit our Website at www.cef.org. 


